
Frequently asked Questions - FAQ’s 

 

What is the venue capacity? 

We have resource consent for 120 inside the function centre. For parties larger than this, we suggest 

you hire a marquee. We have two locations onsite for marquees. 

Is there a deposit required? 

Yes there is a non-refundable deposit of $500 plus gst ($575.00) to secure your date. Following this 

there are 2 installments of $1500, then the final balance is due 7 days before the event.  

Are you BYO (bring your own alcohol/drinks)?  

Yes we are and no we do not charge corkage. 

Do you have fridges to store the alcohol in or do I need to hire in fridges? 

We have 3 wine fridges in the bar and one large beer fridge. This is sufficient for 120 people for a 

wedding. If your party are large consumers, you may want to hire in an additional fridge. 

If you wish to serve alcohol at or after the ceremony, you may want to hire a chiller for that location as 

depending on where you choose it may be a long walk back to the bar.  

Power in the gardens 

We have power throughout the whole property and gardens. 

What happens in the case of bad weather? 

We have a beautiful indoor ceremony option, with sky light which provides beautiful natural lighting, or 

if you prefer and have a smaller party, we have an outdoor covered area that has power. 

Depending on a few variables such as the size of your party and the ceremony location and set up, we 

may need to make the call up to 24 hours before hand.  We do however have a few umbrellas on 

standby should it be drizzly. 

The property is lined with lots of trees therefore is sheltered from most wind except when it blowing a 

gale! 

We recommend that you select a photographer/videographer with experience shooting in wind and 

rain. Ask for examples of their portfolio of any indoor and rainy-day photographs. Some photographers 

have additional umbrellas too. 

Do you allow food trucks? 

Yes we do, but they must be professional wedding caterers. We have a list of food trucks that we can 

recommend. Due to damage to the grounds, we only allow them on the grass during summer 

(December – February). Outside of these months, they can park on the driveway. 

 



What kind of lighting do you have in the function centre and gardens? 

We have task lighting and two fairy light curtains inside the function centre, festoon lights available for 

use and spot lighting in the garden. 

We can recommend a specialised event and directed lighting expert for all other requirements, such as 

head table, DJ or band etc. 

How do I view the venue? 

We ask that you kindly schedule a viewing by appointment only. 

What budget do I need to get married at Anam Cara Gardens? 

This all depends on the size of your party! As we have a set fee the more people you have the less per 

head cost. The average wedding cost in NZ is approximately $30,000! As we allow you to choose your 

own caterers and vendors, this allows you the flexibility to have an affordable wedding or a very lavish 

event in a stunning location. We recommend allowing between $50 to $170 per head for catering, event 

staff and drinks, on top of our venue hire. All caterers offer different service levels (from full event set 

up and pack down to food and staff only, different staff experience levels and ages) and can offer 

different qualities of food, and serving style (formal, buffet or family style). Most caterers charge for 

hireage of equipment, and some have this included in their pricing! Caterers that have to travel from 

Wellington or Palmerston will most likely need to add on travel costs too. 

Therefore for parties of 80 or more we recommend you have a minimum budget of at least $15,000 - 

$20,000 for your overall wedding. 

What form of payment do you accept? 

We prefer direct credit. 

Do you accept payment plans? 

Yes we do. We like to keep it simple. The payment needs to be on a regular frequency, either weekly, 

fortnightly or monthly, we recommend tying this in with your payday. It must commence one month 

after deposit is paid, and be paid in full one month prior to your event. 

Your package inclusion’s show round tables, do you have rectangle tables also?  

We have rectangle tables to seat 20, however these are generally used for the head table, present table, 

buffet serving and floral displays. You are welcome to hire in rectangle tables. 

Will there be another wedding on the same day? 

No. Your wedding is such a special occasion, we wouldn’t want another party to get in your way. 

How many carparks do you have? 

We have 60 carparks, and room for a bus to park and turn around. 

 


